




















NUMBER _ CXXXI. 
By ADAM FITZ=ADAM. 








To be continued every THURSDAY. 





THURSDAY, ws the 3d; 755" 





| evenings ‘ago, to turn upon the dif- 
2 ferent employments of mankind, we 
See fell i into 9 the confideration how ill 


: rally fuited to the perfons who ap- 


pear in - This was attributed either to their ¢ own 
ambition, which tempts them, to undertake a character 
they have not abilities to perform with credit 5 or to 
{ome accidental circumftance, which throws them i into 
profeffions contrary, perhaps, both to their genius “and 
inclination. _ All were unanimous in blaming thofe pa- 
rents, who force their children to enter into a “way of 
life contrary to their natural bent, which generally points | 
out the employment that i is belt adapted to. their Capa- 
cities. To this we ina great meafure afcribed the flow 
progrefs of arts and fciences, the frequent failures and 
mifcarriages of life, and many of thofe defperate acts 
which are often the confequences of them. 

Tus 
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Tuts converfation carried us through the preateft part 
of the evening, till the company broke up and retired to 
reft. But the weather being hot, and my fenfes per- 
fectly awake, I found it impoffible to give way to fleep ; 
fo that my thoughts foon returned to the late fubject of 
the evening's entertainment. I recollected many in- 
ftances of this mifapplication of parts, and compaflion- 
ated the unhappy effects of it. I reflected, that as all 
men have different ideas of pleafures and honours, dif- 
ferent views, inclinations and capacities; yet ail concur 
in a defire of pleafing and excelling; if that principle 
were applied to the proper point, and every one em- 
ployed himfelf agreeably to his genius, what a wonder- 
ful effe&t it would foon have in the world! With how 
fwift a progrefs would arts and fciences grow up to 
perfection ! And’to what an amazing height would all 
kind of knowledge foon be carried! Men would no 
longer. “drudge on with diftafte and murmuring in a 
ftudy they abhor; but every one would purfue with 
cheerfulnefs his proper calling : bufinefs would become 
the higheft pleafure ; diligence would be too univerfal 
to be efteemed a virtue ; and no man-would be afhamed 
of an “employment, in which he appeared to advantage. 

Wuize my mind hung upon thefe reflections, I im- 
perceptibly dropt afleep But my imagination, furviving 
my reafon, foon entered into a dream, which (though 
mixed with wild flights and abfurdities) bore fome ana- 
logy | to my waking thoughts. 

I rancieD myfelf ftill refledting on the fame fubject, 
when I was fuddenly fnatched up into the air, and pre- 
fently’ found myfelf on the poets’ Olympus, at the right 
hand of Jupiter ; who told me that he approved my 
thoughts, and would make an immediate experiment 
of the change I had. been withing for. 


HE. 





. No. 131. THE WORLD. 787 


He had no fooner pronounced thefe words, than I 
perceived a ftrange hurry and confufion in the lower 
world : all mankind was in motion, preparing to obey 
the tremendous nod. 

Mu ttitupes of the nobility began to ftrip them- 
felves of their robes and coronets, and to a& in the dif- 
ferent capacities of horfe-jockies, coachmen, taylors, 
fidlers, and merry-andrews. I diftinguifhed two or three 
great perfonages, who had dreffed themfelves in white 
waiftcoats, and with napkins wrapt about their heads, 
and aprons tucked round their waifts, were bufied in 
feveral great kitchens, making confiderable improve- 
ments in the noble art of cookery. A few of this il- 
luftrious rank, without quitting their honourable dif- 
tinctions, applied themfelves to enlarging the difcove- 
ries, enlightening the underftandings, rectifying the 
judgments, refining the taftes, polifhing the manners, 


improving the hearts, and by all poffible methods pro- 
moting the interefts of their fellow creatures. 


I saw reverend prelates, who, tearing off their lawn, 
put themfelves into red coats, and foon obtained ‘tri- 
umphs and ovations ; while others dwindled into parith 
clerks, and village. pedagogues. But I obferved with 
pleafure feveral of that facred order in my own country, 
who appeared calm and unchanged amidft the general 
buftle, and feemed to be defigned originally to do ho- 
nour to their, exalted ftations. 

Tuere were feveral grave old men who threw off 
their fcarlet robes, and retired to religious houfes., I 
faw with wonder fome of thefe deferted robes put on 
by private gentlemen, who, loft in retirement and re- 
ferve, were little imagined to be qualified for fuch im- 
portant pofts. But what more aftonifhed me was to fee 
men of military rank throwing away their regimentals, 


and 
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and appearing with a much better grace in longer fuits 
of {carlet. Some gentlemen of the robe, whom I had 
calways regarded with refpect and reverence, feemed now 
more awful and refpectable than ever : one, in particular, 
greatly furprized me, by quitting the feat of judgment 
which he had long filled with univerfal applaufe, till 1 
faw him entering a more auguft aflembly, and after- 
wards pafling to the cabinet of his prince, from whence 
he returned to the great hall where firft I] obferved him, 
and convinced me of the extent of his abilities, by ap- 
pearing equally capable in all his employments. 
| I saw in a public affembly a junto of patriots, who 
while they were haranguing onthe corruption and ini- 
quity of the times, broke off in the middle, and turned 
ftock-jobbers and pawn-brokers. A group of critics at 
the Bedford coffee-houfe were in an inftant converted 
into haberdafhers -of {mall-ware in “Cheapfide. Tran- 
flators, ccramentators and polemic divines, made for 
the moft part.very good coblers, :gold-finders. and rat- 
catchers. ‘The chariot of a very eminent phyfician was 
transformed all at once into a cart, and the doétor to an 
executioner, faftenmg..a -halter-round the neck of a 
criminal,, .I {aw two very noted furgeons of my ac- 
quaintance in blue’ fleeves' and aprons, exerting them- 
felves notably in a flaughter-houfe near the Victualling= 
office.) A reverend: divine, who was preaching in the 
fields to a numerous audience, recollected him(elf on a 
fudden, ‘and ‘producing a fet-of cups aid balls, perform- 
éd feveral very dextrous’ tricks by flight of hand. The 
pretty gentlemen were every where ufefully employed in 
knotting,’ pickling, and making’ conferves. The fine 
ladies remained as ‘they -were ; for it was beyond even 
the omnipotence of Jupiter (without entirely changing 
their natures) to. affign’an office,'ia which they could 
be beneficial to mankind. 


SEVERAL 
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_ SevERAL princes and potentates now relieved them- 
{elves from the load:of crowns and {ceptres, and entered 
with a good grace into private ftations. Others put 
themfelves atthe head:of companies of banditti, formed 
of lawyers, public officers'and excifemen. Their prime 
minifters had generally the honour, of being their firft 
lieutenants, and fometimes enjoyed the fole command ; 
while the courtiers ranged: themfelves under them in 
rank and file. But,with what a heart-felt pleafure did I 
obferve an auguft and venerable’ monarch, furrounded by 
a youthful band, with the moft amiable countenancés I 
had ever. beheld! He wore a triple crowa.upon his-head, 
which an angel held on, and over it a fcroll, with this 
infcription, FoR A GRATEFUL AND AFFECTIONATE 
PEOPLE. , , 


Tue fhops now began to be filled with people of 
diftinction ; and many a man ftept with a genteel air, 
from behind the counter, into a great.eftate, or a poft 
of honcur. . 

Tue nobility were almoft all changed throughout the 
world: for no man dared to anfwer to a title of fuperi- 
ority, who was not confcious of fuperior excellence and 
virtue. 

In the midft of all this buftle, I was ftruck with the 
appearance of a large bevy of beauties and women of the 
firft fafhion, who with all the perfect confidence of good 
breeding, infhrined themfelves in the feveral temples 
dedicated to the Cyprian Venus, fecure of the univerfal 
adorations and proftrations of mankind, Others of in- 
ferior rank and fame, very unconcernedly purfued their 
domeftic affairs, and the occupations of the needle or the 
toilette. But it was with a fecret pride that I obferved a 
few of my dear country-women quit their dreffing rooms 


and 
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and-card affemblies, and venture into the public, as can- 
didates for fame and honours. One lady in particular, 
forced by the facred impulfe, I faw marching with mo- 
deft compofure to take poffeffion of the warden’s lodg- 
ings in one of our colleges ; but obferving fome young 
ftudents at the gate, who began to titter as the ap- 
proached, fhe blufhed, turned: from them with an air 


of pity unmixed with contempt, ‘and retiring to her be- 
loved retreat, contented herfelf with doing all the good 
that was poffible in a private ftation. 


Tue face’ of affairs began now ‘to be very much alter- 
ed: all the great: offices of ftate were filled with able 
men, who were equal to the glorious load, which they 
accepted for the good of their county, not for their 
own private emolument. Bribery and corruption were 
at length happily banithed from all commonwealths ; for 
as noman could be prevailed on to accept of an employ- 
ment, for which he was not every way qualified, merit 
was the only claim to promotion. 

UNIVERSAL peace and tranquility foon enfued. Arts 
and fciences daily received aftonifhing improvements. 
All men were alike emulous to excell in fomething; and 
no part was difhonourable to one who acted well. In 
‘fhort, the golden age of the poets feemed to be reftored. 

But while I was reflecting with joy and admiration 


on thefe glorious revolutions, the tumult of a midnight 
broil awaked me; and J found myfelf in a world, as full 
of folly and abfurdity as ever it was. 
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